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with him from residence. The princess made him a present of a rich
diamond by way of an investiture, desiring him to keep it for her sake.
" I will/' said he, " unless the poor stand in need of it" She answered,
she would then redeem it. He said, " This will happen so often that I
shall abuse your bounty." Finding it given to the poor afterwards at
Turin, she gave him another richer, charging him to keep that at least.
He said, " Madam, I cannot promise you; I am very unfit to keep things
of value.*' Inquiring after it one day, *she was told it was always in pawn
for the poor, and that the diamond belonged not to the bishop, but to
all the beggars of Geneva. He had indeed a heart which was not able
to refuse any thing to those in want. He often gave to beggars the waist-
coat off his own back, and sometimes the cruets of his chapel. The pious
cardinal, Henry de Gondi, Bishop of Paris, used all manner of arguments
to obtain his consent to be his coadjutor in the see of Paris, but he was
resolved never to quit the church which God had first committed to his
charge.

Upon his return to Annecy, he would not touch a farthing of his
revenue for the eighteen months he was absent, but gave it to his cathedral,
saying it could not be his, for he had not earned it. He applied himself
to preaching, instructing, and hearing confessions with greater zeal than
ever. In a plague which raged there, he daily exposed his own life to
assist his flock, The saint often met with injurious treatment and very
reviling words, which he ever repaid with such meekness and beneficence
as never failed to gain his very enemies. A lewd wretch, exasperated
against him for his zeal against a wicked harlot, forged a letter of intrigue
in the holy prelate's name, which made him pass for a profligate and an
hypocrite with the Duke of Nemours and many others: the calumny
reflected also on the nuns of the Visitation. Two years after, the author
of it lying on his death-bed, called in witnesses, publicly justified the saint,
and made an open confession of the slander and forgery. The saint had
ever an entire confidence in the divine providence, was ever full of joy,
tnd resigned to all the appointments of heaven, to which he committed
all events. He had a sovereign contempt of all earthly things, whether
riches, honours, dangers, or sufferings. He considered only God and his
honour in all things; his soul perpetually breathed nothing but his love
tnd praises; nor could he contain this fire within his breast, for it dis-
covered itself in his countenance, which, especially whilst he said mass,
or distributed the blessed eucharist, appeared shining, as it were, with
rays of glory, and breathing holy fervour.

In the year 1622, he received an order from the Duke of Savoy to go
to Avignon to wait on Louis XIII, who had just finished the civil wars
m langnedoc. Finding himself indisposed, he took his last leave of his
saying he should see them no more, which drew from them floods